Research a researcher – for Years 3 and 4
Intro (3 mins)
Slide 1 “Hello, my name is xx and for the next 45 minutes your challenge is to find out about my job. 
Slide 2 Firstly I’ve got a few questions for you so that I can find out about you – this is called research. Please can you fill out the questions on the green side of the page. Please keep those pieces of paper safe and we’ll come back to them at the end. 
Slide 3 So to get started, hands up..
· Who likes asking their friends questions?
· Who likes looking on the internet to find things out?
· Who likes reading books?
· Who likes finding out new things?
· Who likes solving puzzles?
If you like these things you might like doing research.  
Research is about finding out more about something or finding out new things. It is really important so that we can find out about the past or discover new things to help people now and in the future. 
I am a researcher, someone who does research for a job; and your job today is to research me and find out everything you can.” 
Activity 1 (10 mins)
Slide 4 “I’m going to show some pictures (or objects I work with) and I want you to use your observation skills to look very carefully at each picture / object. Observation is a skill that researchers use to find out more about things”
Slide 5 “Think about what you can see.  Does it tell you something about what I do?” (show approximately 6 pictures / objects)
 “Hands up if you found something that tells you something about me.” As they identify things, explain them without giving too much info.
Prompts can include: “What do you think this is?” “How might I use this?” Has anyone got any suggestions about this picture – what does it show?” “Tell me one thing you can see in the this picture” “Can anyone spot the xx in one of the pictures?”
Slide/s? Info giving (3 mins)
“My research is about xxx and I’m trying to find out xxx. 
This is tricky because xxx
I find it fun / interesting because xxx
My research is important because xxx
When I’m not doing research I like to xxx”
(these are just suggested topics to talk about)
Activity 2 (15 mins)
Slide “So now you know a bit about me and my research I want each of you use your questioning skills to write down 2 questions that you want to ask. Your questions must be open questions – that means I can’t just answer them with a yes or no. They generally start with What, How, Which, When or Why. For example if you asked – do you like your job, I could just answer, yes, so you haven’t found out much but if you asked – what is the best part of your job, I’d give you more information so you’d find out more. You have a few minutes to think of your questions.” 
Prompts can include: “If you have finished your questions see if you can improve them or think of another one” “if you can’t think of any questions maybe see if the person next to you can suggest some”.
“Please put your hand up if you would like to ask one of your questions.”
(Answer as many questions as there is time for. Give positive reward for all questions and repeat the questions so everyone can hear.)
Activity 3 – (7 mins)
Slide “So now you have asked questions and found out about me and my job as a researcher. I’d like you all to use your recording skills to write down some things that you have learnt about what a researcher does. Recording information is something that researchers do. It is important so that you can remember it later or so that you can show your research to other people. Let’s hear a few examples of things you’ve found out and recorded”
Activity 4 (5 mins)
Slide So, it isn’t just me who does research - lots of different people work as researchers. These are some pictures of other researchers and what they are researching.” (You have a choice of our Ambassador profiles and pick 3 to represent diversity). “Look at the pictures, and use your predicting skills – which one is researching which topic? What makes you think that? Can you make a prediction based on what you can see in the photograph?” (Match them up.) 
Slide It’s difficult to tell who does what isn’t it – they research all different topics and this takes creative people to think about all the different things to research.
Activity 5 (7 mins)
Slide “Often research is done so that it can help solve problems or help people. Now I’d like you to use your creativity skills to think about ‘something you would like to research and how it could help people in the future?’ Everyone write down their idea”
Prompts could include “maybe there is something that has been in the news or that you’ve been talking about at home” “maybe there is a problem that you have that you’d like to solve or maybe you want to know more about something that you don’t know about?”
Allow a few mins before asking children to share their questions. Try to speak to children who haven’t put their hands up yet if they look willing.  
“What would you like to research?”
“Great ideas! – maybe some of you will become researchers in the future and discover some amazing things.
Evaluation
Slide At the beginning of this session I did a bit of research on you and you filled out some questions, now we need to finish this, so if you could answer the questions on the red side and I’ll come round and collect them please. 
Conclusion (1 min)
Slide “So today you found out lots about me and my job as a researcher. You have all been researchers today, asking questions and paying close attention. If you would like to be a researcher it is important to keep observing, predicting, and asking questions. You could practice at break or on your way home and try to find out about something new – you could ask someone questions, look on the internet, read a book or look at something very carefully. 
Slide Thank you for being super researchers, it was really nice to meet you! Your teacher will let you know what to do next.” The class teacher should take over at this point.

51 mins total – probably an hour session once students are settled in class 

